
 
 

 
 

 

 
Recognition of Cambridge IGCSE English in Italy 
 
 
 
 

Organisation  Recognition details 

Università Bocconi Università Bocconi will accept Cambridge International GCSE English Language 
qualifications as proof of proficiency provided the minimum score has been 
achieved. 

Below are the minimum scores required for enrolment on to a Bachelor program 
taught in English with Cambridge IGCSE English language qualifications: 

Cambridge International Examinations IGCSE First Language English, Syllabus 
0522 - Grade C and above 

Cambridge International Examinations IGCSE English as Second Language, 
Syllabus 0511 - Grade A and above 

Full details of entry requirements for all Bachelor degree programs can be found 
on Università Bocconi's website at https://www.unibocconi.eu/ 
 

Università di Bologna Cambridge IGCSE ‘First Language English’ or Cambridge IGCSE ‘English as a Second 
Language’ can be used for equivalence of standard pass/fail English language 
tests at the University of Bologna (“Idoneità linguistica”). The minimum 
requirements are graded according to the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages (CEFR). 

Acceptable Cambridge IGCSE grades for Degree Programmes requiring a minimum 
of CEFR level B2 are as follows: 

 Grade D or above for Cambridge IGCSE First Language English 
 Grade C or above for Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language 

Acceptable Cambridge IGCSE grades for Degree Programmes requiring a minimum 
of CEFR level B1 are as follows: 

 Grade E or above for Cambridge IGCSE First Language English 
 Grade D or above for Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language 

Remember to check the information sheets of the single universities for their 
specific language requirements. 

Further information on the University’s Language Centre is available here: 
- http://www.cla.unibo.it/ 
- http://www.cla.unibo.it/idoneita-linguistica/equipollenza-dei-titoli-1 
 
Please note: Students applying with Cambridge IGCSE English (First or Second 
Language) must provide proof of their English language proficiency. You can do 
this by submitting a Certifying Statement for CEFR along with your final IGCSE 
certificate. The Certifying Statement for CEFR provides evidence of your 
competence in all four language skills - reading, writing, listening and speaking - 
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according to the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages 
(CEFR). 
Full details on how to obtain this additional certificate can be found on the 
Cambridge International Examinations website at: 
www.cie.org.uk/igcserecognition. If you have any questions regarding this 
certificate, please contact Cambridge International Examinations directly at 
info@cie.org.uk 
 

Università Cattolica del Sacro 
Cuore, Servizio Linguistico di 
Ateneo (SeLdA)/ the Language 
Centre 

The Language Centre (Servizio Linguistico di Ateneo (SeLdA), Università Cattolica 
del Sacro Cuore  

The Servizio Linguistico di Ateneo (SeLdA) of the Universita Cattolica del Sacro 
Cuore will accept Cambridge IGCSE First Language English or Cambridge IGCSE 
English as a Second Language as proof of English proficiency as long as the 
minimum requirements have been met. Details of English language requirements 
for each campus can be found using the links below: 

Milan Campus: Full details of English language requirements for all faculties can 
be found at: http://selda.unicatt.it/milano-
2016_MILANO_TABELLA_CERTIFICATI___tutte_le_lingue.pdf 

Rome Campus: Full details of English language requirements for the Faculties of 
Medicine and Economics can be found at: 
http://roma.unicatt.it/Certificati_riconosciuti_-__Economia.pdf; 
http://roma.unicatt.it/certificati_riconosciuti_-__Medicina.pdf 

Brescia Campus: Full details of English language requirements for all faculties can 
be found here: http://selda.unicatt.it/brescia-
Certificazione_internazionele_SELDA_tutticorsi.pdf   

Full details of all undergraduate courses and their entry requirements can 
be found on the University's website at http://www.unicatt.it 
 

Università degli Studi di Napoli 
Federico II 

Centro Linguistico di Ateneo (CLA), Università degli Studi di Napoli Federico II  
 
The Centro Linguistico di Ateneo (CLA) of the Università degli Studi di Napoli 
Federico II will accept Cambridge IGCSE First Language English or Cambridge 
IGCSE English as a Second Language as proof of English proficiency as long as the 
minimum requirements have been met.  
The minimum scores required if applying for a place on an undergraduate course 
at the Università degli Studi di Napoli Federico II are as follows: 
 
Acceptable Cambridge IGCSE grades for undergraduate courses requiring a 
minimum of CEFR level B2 are as follows: 
    • Grade D or above for Cambridge IGCSE First Language English 
    • Grade C or above for Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language 
 
Acceptable Cambridge IGCSE grades for undergraduate courses requiring a 
minimum of CEFR level B1 are as follows: 
    • Grade E or above for Cambridge IGCSE First Language English 
    • Grade D or above for Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language 
 
Further information on the Centro Linguistico di Ateneo (CLA) is available here: 
http://www.cla.unina.it. Full details of all undergraduate courses and their entry 
requirements can be found on the University's website at http://www.unina.it/ 
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The University of Genova The University of Genova accepts IGCSE English as a Second Language as meeting 
its English Language requirement for the Modern Cultures and Languages course 
at the Faculty of Modern Languages. Students will be required to sit an additional 
oral test as part of the University's admission policy. 
 

Università del Salento, 
Centro Linguistico di Ateneo (CLA) 

The Centro Linguistico di Ateneo (CLA) of the Università del Salento will accept 
Cambridge IGCSE First Language English or Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second 
Language as proof of English proficiency as long as the minimum requirements 
have been met.  

Acceptable Cambridge IGCSE grades for courses requiring a minimum of CEFR 
level B2 are as follows: 

 Grade D or above for Cambridge IGCSE First Language English 

 Grade C or above for Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language 

Acceptable Cambridge IGCSE grades for courses requiring a minimum of CEFR 
level B1 are as follows: 

 Grade E or above for Cambridge IGCSE First Language English 

 Grade D or above for Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language 

Please note: Students applying with Cambridge IGCSE English (First or Second 
Language) must provide proof of their English language proficiency. You can do 
this by submitting a Certifying Statement for CEFR along with your final IGCSE 
certificate. The Certifying Statement for CEFR provides evidence of your 
competence in all four language skills - reading, writing, listening and speaking - 
according to the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages 
(CEFR). 

Full details on how to obtain this additional certificate can be found on the 

Cambridge International Examinations website at: 

www.cie.org.uk/igcserecognition. If you have any questions regarding this 

certificate, please contact Cambridge International Examinations directly at 

info@cie.org.uk 

Further information on the Centro Linguistico di Ateneo (CLA) is available here: 

https://cla.unisalento.it/home_page. Full details of all courses and their entry 

requirements can be found on the University's website at 

https://www.unisalento.it/ 

Università degli Studi di Roma 
‘Tor Vergata’, Centro Linguistico 
di Ateneo 
 

The Centro Linguistico di Ateneo (CLA) of the University of Rome ‘Tor Vergata’ 
will accept Cambridge IGCSE First Language English or Cambridge IGCSE English as 
a Second Language as proof of English proficiency as long as the minimum 
requirements have been met.  
  
The minimum scores required if applying for a place on an undergraduate and/or 
postgraduate course at the University of Rome Tor Vergata are as follows: 
  
Acceptable Cambridge IGCSE grades for undergraduate and/or postgraduate 
courses requiring a minimum of CEFR level B2 are as follows: 
    • Grade D or above for Cambridge IGCSE First Language English 
    • Grade C or above for Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language 
  

http://www.cie.org.uk/igcserecognition
mailto:info@cie.org.uk
https://cla.unisalento.it/home_page
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Acceptable Cambridge IGCSE grades for undergraduate and/or postgraduate 
courses requiring a minimum of CEFR level B1 are as follows: 
    • Grade E or above for Cambridge IGCSE First Language English 
    • Grade D or above for Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language 
  
Further information on the Centro Linguistico di Ateneo (CLA) is available here: 
http://cla.uniroma2.it/. Full details of all undergraduate courses and their entry 
requirements can be found on the University's website at 
http://web.uniroma2.it/ 
 

University of Naples Suor Orsola 
Benincasa 

The Academic Senate of the University of Naples Suor Orsola Benincasa issued 
the following statement with regards to Cambridge IGCSE qualifications and 
meeting entry requirements for undergraduate degree studies: 
 
Cambridge IGCSE English language qualifications are accepted by all Faculties of 
the University of Naples Suor Orsola Benincasa. 
 
Cambridge IGCSE "First Language English" or Cambridge IGCSE "English as a 
Second Language" can be used for equivalence of standard pass/fail English 
language tests at the University of Naples Suor Orsola Benincasa (i.e "prova di 
idoneità linguistica," first year). The minimum requirements are grades according 
to the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). 
 
Cambridge IGCSE "First Language English" can be used for equivalence of English 
as a Foreign Language exams (i.e "esame di lingua e traduzione inglese," primo 
anno) at the degree course in Lingue straniere, limited to the language 
component. The certificate must be complemented with an oral exam depending 
on the programme of study. 
 
• To correspond to the English language level required both by English language 
tests and exams, students should possess one of the following Cambridge 
qualifications: 
◦ Cambridge IGCSE English First Language - Grade D or above 
 
       OR  
◦ Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language - Grade C or above 
 
• To correspond to the English language level required by the English language 
exam at the degree course in Lingue straniere, students should possess 
Cambridge IGCSE English First Language - Grade C or above 
 
Please note that these qualifications are accepted only if taken within two years 
prior to university admission. 
 
• Additional university credits may be awarded for a student’s achievements in 
IGCSE qualifications other than in English (for example, in IGCSE biology or 
mathematics etc.). Credit will be granted when the IGCSE qualification studied is 
of relevance to the degree course that the student wishes to pursue. The decision 
to award additional credits will be undertaken by the Faculty Committee and will 
be carried out on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Full details of all undergraduate courses and their entry requirements can be 
found on the University's website at https://www.unisob.na.it/ 
 

http://cla.uniroma2.it/
http://web.uniroma2.it/
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John Cabot University 
in Rome 

Students who are non-native speakers of English must demonstrate evidence of 
English language proficiency for admission to John Cabot University’s degree 
program and English Language for University Studies program. 

Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language will be accepted as proof of 
English for entry to the following courses when the required grades have been 
met. These are as follows: 

 Minimum Score for JCU Admission: Grade A                                    
 Placement into Enlus II: Grade B                             
 Placement into Enlus I: Grade C 

Applicants applying with Cambridge IGCSE First Language English whose 
education has been conducted in English must have a Grade C in both IGCSE 
English and IGCSE Math PLUS at least 3 AS Levels to order to be accepted by JCU. 
Students who take A Level examinations may be able to earn college credit or 
advanced standing at John Cabot University.  

Official scores must be sent directly from the examination board to the Office of 
Admissions at JCU. 

Full details of acceptable English tests can be found on the University’s website 
at: http://www.johncabot.edu/admissions/undergraduate-
admissions/international-students/evidence-of-english-language-proficiency.aspx 

Full details of the University’s undergraduate courses and admissions procedures 
can be found at: http://www.johncabot.edu/# 
 

University of Pisa All Departments of the University of Pisa will accept IGCSE English as a Second 
Language at grade D or above as meeting the required English language 
proficiency levels of CEFR B1 or CEFR B2, depending on the programme of study. 
Please note that qualifications are accepted only if taken within two years prior to 
university admission. 
 

The University of Siena The Academic Senate of the University of Siena issued the following statement 
with regard to Cambridge IGCSE qualifications and meeting entry requirements 
for undergraduate degree studies: 

• Cambridge IGCSE English language qualifications are accepted by all Faculties of 
the University of Siena 

• The minimum English language proficiency level is CEFR level B1. Students are 
advised to check the English language entry requirements with the relevant 
Department. 

• To correspond with the English language minimum (Level B1), students should 

offer one of the following Cambridge qualifications:  

Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language - Grade D or above  
                                              OR  
 
Cambridge IGCSE English First Language - Grade F or above 
• Additional university credits may be given for a student’s achievements in IGCSE 
qualifications other than in English (for example, in IGCSE biology or mathematics 
etc.). Credit will be awarded when the IGCSE qualification studied is of relevance 

http://www.johncabot.edu/admissions/undergraduate-admissions/international-students/evidence-of-english-language-proficiency.aspx
http://www.johncabot.edu/admissions/undergraduate-admissions/international-students/evidence-of-english-language-proficiency.aspx
http://www.johncabot.edu/


 
 

 
 

to the degree course that the student wishes to pursue at the University of Siena. 
The decision to award additional credit will be undertaken by the Didactic 
Committee and will be carried out on a case-by-case basis. 
 

University of Udine The Academic Senate of the University of Udine issued the following statement 
with regard to the acceptance of Cambridge IGCSE qualifications: 

 The Academic Senate has decided: 
1. To express itself favourable to the recognition of the Cambridge IGCSE 

(International General Certificate of Secondary Education) in English as a 
Second Language, subject to the following conditions:  
 

a. IGCSE certifications in English will be recognised by the 
programme boards for all degree courses run by the University of 
Udine; 

b. The minimum level recognised for English is B1 of the Common 
European Framework of Reference; 

c. To prove a level of B1 or above, students must present the 
Cambridge IGCSE certificate in English as a Second Language with 
a grade of D or above. 

2. To award additional credits to students who hold Cambridge IGCSE 
certifications in subjects other than English, such as biology or 
mathematics. The credits will be awarded when the content of the 
Cambridge programme is relevant to the degree course that the student 
intends to follow at the University of Udine. The relevant teaching body 
will decide whether to award the credits, making its decisions on a case-
by-case basis. 
 

University of Milan University of Milan will accept Cambridge IGCSE First Language English or 
Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language as proof of English proficiency as 
long as the minimum requirements have been met. The minimum requirements 
are graded according to the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages (CEFR). 

Acceptable Cambridge IGCSE grades for Degree Programmes requiring a 
minimum of CEFR Level B2 are as follows: 

- Grade D or above for Cambridge IGCSE First Language English 
- Grade C or above for Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language 

Acceptable Cambridge IGCSE grades for Degree Programmes requiring a 
minimum of CEFR Level B1 are as follows: 

- Grade E or above for Cambridge IGCSE First Language English 
- Grade D or above for Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language 

Further information on the Servizio Linguistico dell'Ateneo di Milano (SLAM) and 
its services is available here: http://www.unimi.it/studenti/97845.htm. Questions 
regarding the University of Milan's English language requirements should be 
directed to SLAM at slam@unimi.it.  

Please note: Students applying with Cambridge IGCSE English (First or Second 
Language) must provide proof of their English language proficiency. You can do 
this by submitting a Certifying Statement for CEFR along with your final IGCSE 
certificate. The Certifying Statement for CEFR provides evidence of your 

http://www.unimi.it/studenti/97845.htm
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competence in all four language skills - reading, writing, listening and speaking - 
according to the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages 
(CEFR).  

Full details on how to obtain this additional certificate can be found on the 
Cambridge Assessment International Education website at: 
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-
qualifications/recognition-and-acceptance/country/uk. If you have any questions 
regarding this certificate, please contact Cambridge Assessment International 
Education directly at info@cambridgeinternational.org.  
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